
 

 

President's Message 

 

Looking ahead: Spring is here and a lot of fun activities are coming up:  car shows, car 
runs, retiree lunches, ice cream nights, Sangria Sunsets, etc.  Please look at the club 
web site: https://www.stlcorvettes.net to view the club calendar of events. 
 
The month of April was full of activities e.g., Bunco at the Prices, retirees’ luncheon 
hosted by the McElhones, Coffee and Corvettes hosted by the Givens, Fritz’s ice 
cream hosted by the Paynes, and Sangria Sunsets hosted by the Givens.  Karen Price 
did a great job setting up the VA garden clean up.  Many showed up and worked very 
hard to make sure the garden was looking good for the patients.  Thanks to Mike Kunst 
for organizing the trip to the NCM bash in Bowling Green, KY.   Those that attended had 
a great time and some took a tour of the Corvette plant, very interesting.  We also saw 
the new Grand Sport that is to be available later this year.  The St. Jude Drive is coming 
up and those that are participating are anxious for the event.  It is a very worthy cause. 
 
Don’t forget to bring any plastic bottle caps to the meeting.  Val is still collecting these 
for the Vets at JB Hospital. 
 
I hope this message finds you well and I look forward to seeing you at the May 5th 
meeting.  Be sure to sign in and get your 50/50 tickets and take a look at the event 
sign-up sheets. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing commitment and engagement.  Your participation in 
events and meetings is essential to sustaining the club’s success. 
  
Enjoy the ride, 
 

https://stlcorvettes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=992e7d71a3f1c59a81cddbbfc&id=c8a6b70060&e=790804dd69


 

C.W. Riehlman 
President  

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

Joanmarie Hartzke  

Vickie DeBruin  

Ed Hartzke  

Patty Bushur  

Pat Cox  

Tracy Stieren  

Anne Pickles  

Chris Woods  

Paul Jarasek  

Pam Queen  

Mark Gerecke  

    

ANNIVERSARIES   

John & Kitty Lasinski  
 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The St. Louis Corvette Club met at ELCO Chevrolet in Ballwin, Missouri on April 7, 
2026.  The meeting was called to order at 700 p.m. by Vice President Randy Howard 
and he led us with an opening prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 



 
Club Officers in attendance were introduced: 
Vice President filling in for President CW, Randy Howard 
Membership Officer, Judy McElhone 
Treasurer, Mike McElhone 
Secretary, Chris Woods 
Sergeant At Arms, John Midkiff 
Immediate Past President, John Jordan 
Sponsor: ELCO Chevrolet, Mark & Kim Gereke 
 
Vice President Randy Howard went over the following important housekeeping 
information:  

1. It’s important that you don’t show up until 6:30 pm. 

2. Make sure you bring your lawn chairs. 

3. When you are eating pizza or cake, please use a plate as most of the cleaning 
has already been done for the night.Guess who gets to clean up when everyone 
leaves – Mark & myself, so we appreciate it. 

Vice President Randy Howard also went over the following information:  

1. He thanked everyone for attending tonight, and thanked Mark Gereke and 
ELCO for providing pizza and a meeting location. 

2. He thanked Kathy Mueller for a great newsletter. 

3. He reminded everyone of the 50/50 tickets and various event sign-up sheets. 

4. He thanked everyone who has been donating toiletry supplies for our veterans 
which are being collected by John Midliff. 

March Membership Meeting Minutes: A motion was made by Ken Payne to accept the 
March 3, 2026 Membership Meeting Minutes, seconded by Rick Doerr, motion carried. 
 
Treasurer: Mike McElhone presented the March Treasurer Report as distributed.  A 
motion was made to accept the March Treasurer’s Report by Ruth Howard, seconded 
by Pam Queen, motion carried. 
 
Secretary: Chris Woods read a thank you card from Kathy Kilburn thanking the club for 
all the thoughts, prayers, cards & gift. 



 
Membership Officer: Judy McElhone gave the membership report.  She read the 
names of members celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in April. 
Current Membership totals are as follows:  

• Regular Members =           100 

• Lifetime Members =               7 

• Emeritus Members =              2 

• Associate Members =           11 

• Members on Waiting List =   22 

• Total Members =                 120 

Ken Payne made a motion to accept the membership report, seconded by Barry 
Seelig, motion carried. 
 
Sick Members: 
Judy Dooley – Ruth Howard shared with the membership that her shoulder is healing 
well, however she did have a fall and broke her tail bone and is resting and doing 
therapy.  Judy thanks everyone for the cards and prayers she has received.  
 
Sonja Giffhorn – Karen Price read a text from Sonja asking her to thank everyone for 
the cards, prayers, and gift card from the club. She had hernia repair surgery which 
was far more serious than what she had thought.  Everything turned out normal and 
she is on a very long road to recovery.  
 
Kathy Kilburn – Had a knee replacement and is on the road to recovery. 
 
Kim Marre' – Is now out of the hospital and is doing much better. 
 
Keep all our sick members in your prayers for a quick and healthy recovery. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Newsletter (Kathy Mueller) – No report. 
 
Budget (Mike Kunst, Don Pickles, Rick Doerr) – No report. 
 



Bylaws  (Mike Kunst, Mike Price and Valerie Zeisset) – No report. 
 
Charity (Michelle Finn, Judy McElhone) – No report. 
 
VA Garden (Karen Price) – VA Garden cleanup is scheduled for Friday, April 17 at 10:00 
a.m. behind building 52 at Jefferson Barracks. 
 
Parade (Michelle Paillou, Mike Price) – on target for July 4th parade and there will be a 
sign-up sheet next month.   
  
National Corvette Museum Ambassador’s (Marty & Judy Dooley) - Mike Kunst reported 
that a group will be going down to the bash and there are road trips and tours they will 
be doing.   The Banquet on Thursday night is sold out. 
 
Ruth Howard reported that due to Marty & Judy Dooley not being able to attend the 
bash, Marty will be giving a prize to the attendee who finds the most areas of their 
name listed at the Museum which has been placed throughout the museum over the 
years.    
 
History (Marty Dooley, Mike Price, Ron Hagenow) – No report. 
 
Website (Steve Kirby) – No report. 
 
Christmas Party (Ruth Howard, Val Zeisset) – No report. 
 
Sponsor Report (Mark Gereke) – Chevrolet will be stopping production of the ‘26 E-Ray 
at the end of May.   The Grand Sport and Grand Sport X will be replacing the E-Ray. 
 
Mentoring Program Report (Michelle Finn) – On target. 
 
Vice President’s Report – Randy Howard reviewed past events and future events as 
follows:   
 
Past Events:  

1. March 3 – Monthly Membership Meeting at ELCO. 



2. March 13-23 – Texas Trip (sponsored by Ken & Barbie Payne). The trip was 
wonderful and was enjoyed by all. 

3. March 18 – Retiree Lunch at Ethyl’s (sponsored by Barry Seelig). Excellent food 
and company. 

4. March 20 – St. Judes Mouse Races (sponsored by Jim & Bev Givens) – Jim 
Givens gave an update on the success of the mouse races.It was a great time, 
and the new place (Andre’s in Fenton) was so much better due to the fact that 
it had high ceilings and a bigger area for the tables and gift baskets.There were 
215 paid customers which was awesome.We had 44 gift baskets donated.The 
50/50 was done by Mike Price and Jeff Stierens and they sold $2,200 in 
tickets.The winner of the Bourbon was won by Randy Rickerman.Overall, we 
raised $9,100.00 and next year we are going to be at the same place, Andre’s in 
Fenton and it is going to be on March 19, 2027.Mark your calendars and plan to 
attend and have a great time.We appreciate everything you have done for 
us.Ruth Howard gave a quick story that when she was in Ireland in March, she 
met a lady from Erie, Pennsylvania who was interested in the St. Jude Run and 
made a donation in the amount of $2,500.Last year we hit $43,000. 

5. March 28 – Bunco (sponsored by Rhonda Simorka and Patrick & Jenni 
Belding).Everyone had a good time, plenty of food & fun. 

6. March 29 – Fritz’s Social (sponsored by Ken & Barbie Payne). 

Future Events:  

1. April 11 – Bunco (sponsored by Mike & Karen Price) 

2. April 17 – VA Garden clean up (sponsored by Mike & Karen Price) 

3. April 18 – Coffee & Corvettes and Mystery Run (sponsored by Jim & Bev Givens 
and Jeff & Tracy Stieren) 

4. April 23 – Sangria Sunsets (sponsored by Jim & Bev Givens) 

5. April 23-25 – Michelin National Corvette Museum Bash (Mike Kunst) 

6. April 26 – Fritz’s Social (sponsored by Ken & Barbie Payne) 

7. May 5 – Monthly Membership Meeting at ELCO 

8. May 3 – Corvette & Car Show (sponsored by Dana & Diana Griggs) 



 

9. May 14 – St. Jude’s Corvette Drive (sponsored by Ruth & Randy Howard and Jim 
& Bev Givens) 

10. May 20 – Retiree Lunch (sponsored by Dennis & Janet Trost) – The Acorns Bar & 
Grill, Waterloo, Illinois. 

REMEMBER TO CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR ALL EVENTS 
 
New Business: 
 
Randy Howard distributed the monthly St Louis Corvette Club Trivia Form to several 
members.  Michelle Paillou was the Trivia winner. 
 
Thanks to ELCO for providing our meeting place as well as pizza. 
 
Thanks to Jeff & Tracy Stieren for providing the cupcakes. 
 
The 50/50 was won by Clarke Thomas in the amount of $58. 
 
There were 60 members in attendance. 
 
Vice President Randy Howard asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Michelle 
Paillou moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Barry Seelig, motion carried. 
 
The next meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. on May 5, 2026 at ELCO.   
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR CHAIRS TO THE MEETING 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Chris Woods, Secretary                    
   

 

 

Future Events  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Past Events 

  

 



 

The Great Texas Road Trip 
Presented by Payne Travel Associates, LLC 
Narrative by Mike Kunst 
Photos contributed by Dawn & Steve Kirby, Mike Kunst, Barb Payne, and 
Clarke Thomas  

 

  

 

Trip Overview 
Payne Travel Associates has done it again!  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the 
Great Texas Road Trip.  The group was a bit smaller than usual.  There were 14 of 
us on days 3 through 6.  Jerry and Pam Schmidt were visiting relatives in Houston 
and joined us on the evening of day 2 in Port Aransas.  Steve and Dawn Kirby 
brought Aiden because he was on spring break, and an F-150 to accommodate 
all 3 of them.  They went another way after our tour of San Antonio on day 7. 
  
Day 1, Friday, March 13, 2026 – Mike Kunst Leader 
We met at the Burger King at the intersection of Butler Hill Rd. and Interstate 
55.  It was about 477 miles to Texarkana, AR.  There was some nice scenery 
along the way.  We were able to catch a glimpse of the Clinton Library on the 
Arkansas River near downtown Little Rock.  Thanks to Steve and Dawn for 
bringing up the rear of the caravan.  Dawn was able to snap some nice photos of 
our Corvettes from her vantage point in the F-150.  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 2, Saturday, March 14, 2026 – Ken and Barb Payne Leader 
This is the most challenging drive day at 510 miles and trying our best to traverse 
the outskirts of Houston with construction.  We arrived late and used the ferry to 
reach the northeastern end of Mustang Island where Port Aransas is.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

   

 

Day 3, Sunday, March 15, 2026 
For some activities, we broke into two groups which I will dub the Main Group and the 
Kirby Group.  There seemed to be a divergence of interests when a teenager is thrown 
into the mix.  The main group rented golf carts for driving on the beach and around the 
downtown area of Port Aransas at times referred to as Port A.  The Kirby Group headed 
out for the USS Lexington Museum (a WWII aircraft carrier).  We had lunch at a beach 
side pub, and a shrimp boil on the beach for dinner.  

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

The Main Group at the Beach.  

 

 

  

 

  

 

After we picked up our golf carts, Ken and Barb needed some help with their Corvette 
running too hot.  He enlisted our resident helicopter mechanic who has a steady hand 
and can poor coolant without a funnel!  

 



 

 

 

Our mode of transportation on the beach!  
What do Arlene and Ken have in common?  

 

 

Our mode of transportation on the beach!  
What do Arlene and Ken have in common?  

 

 

  



 

  

 

  

 

We went to the store for some provisions.  

 



 

 

 

 

The shrimp boil was outstanding, and they brought games too!  

 

 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our shrimp boil crew and a sunset.  

 

 

  

Day 4, Monday, March 16, 2026 
Plans changed completely when a major front came through dropping the 
temperature with strong winds.  The winds were creating large waves, and our 
dolphin excursion was cancelled.  We opted out of horse riding on the beach 
too.  With the day now open, we decided to go to the Texas State Aquarium in 
Corpus Christi, about a 40 minute drive.  

  

 



  

 

  

 

 

  

 



  

 

 

  

 

 

Dinner at Trout Street Bar & Grill.  Ken put us up to having a decadent dessert!  

  

 

  

 



 

  

 

 

Tomorrow we are off to San Antonio!  You will have to hold your breath and wait 
for the June newsletter!  

   

  

 

April Bunco  
Sponsored by Mike and Karen Price 
Photos by Terry Mueller  

 

 

 



 

 

Thanks Judy and Mike for a great lunch, even though my Corvette got dirty!  

 

  



 

  

 

  

 



 

 

 

  



 

  

 

  

 

  



 

  

 

 



 

 

 

There were four Steves there, which kept things… interesting. 

 



 

 

Bunco Winners! 
 

April Retirees' Lunch  
Sponsored by Mike and Judy McElhone 
Photos by Mike Kunst  

 

  

 



 

Thanks Judy and Mike for a great lunch, even though my Corvette got dirty!  
 

 

  

 

 



  

 

  

 

VA Garden Cleanup and Planting 

Sponsored by Karen and Mike Price 

Photos by Terry Mueller and Karen Price 

 

On Friday April 17th a crew of hand workers came to the VA Spinal Cord injury unit to 
clean up the patio area which we have maintained since 2020 as a very valuable 
service project to give back to those who have sacrificed for our freedom.  We have 
a large number of Veterans in our club who also deserve our gratitude!  
 
Armed with leaf rakes, John Jordan and Joyce Newberry tackled the 
accumulated leaves.  Our president, CW along with Clarke, Ron, Terry and Mike 
Kunst, Mike Kirby and Mike Price assisted with trimming the bushes and leaf 
duty.  Kathy and Arlene began to clean out the containers and began planting a 



colorful assortment of flowers.  Angie planted the herb garden and then came back 
to help Karen plant  the vegetable garden which the Vets will tend and then use the 
produce in their cooking classes.  Angie then went where no man or woman should 
go -- the shed.  She cleaned out and organized it so we now can find tools 
etc.    Armed with wheelbarrows, John Midkiff and the boys began unloading the 
mountain of mulch that was dumped behind the shed and spread it on all of the 
beds.  Don Pickles single handedly mowed all of the areas, including the vegetable 
garden area! 
 
All of the work done last fall to clean up the area definitely made this day a little 
easier. 
 
Angie and I had the opportunity to talk with a Veteran who was rehabbing from 
Kansas.  He was so impressed with everything and was willing to come out and pull 
weeds in the vegetable garden.  He will be staying here for 3 months.  He couldn't 
wait for his wife to return from shopping to show her what we had done.  It was a 
humbling moment for sure. We enjoyed lunch at Fankie G's and then headed home 
for a Tylenol and Ibuprofen nightcap. 
 
I can't thank all of the members who have and continue to support this service 
project and especially the hard working folks that came out on this day to transform 
this area 
. 
Now that we have planted the area, we need members to stop by and water, maybe 
pull a stray weed and talk with the Veterans who are appreciative of our 
efforts.  Please let Karen know if you are able to donate your precious time. 
 
On Friday May 15th, the area will be hosting the wheelchair races and Matt is 
worried that the ground crew (there is only one person for the entire complex) may 
not be able to get it in order for this event.  I would like to get a group together on 
Thursday May 14th to make sure the area is ready.  I will have a sign-up sheet for this 
event at the meeting. 
 
I received a letter from the VA which I will include.  We do make a difference! 
 
Thanks to all of our Veterans and members who help make this mission of service a 



possibility! 
 
Karen Price  

 

 

  

 

  

 



  

 

  

 

  

 



  

 

  

 

  

 



 

 

  

 

A vegetable garden was added this year. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



Coffee and Corvettes and Mystery Run 

Sponsored by Jim and Bev Givens 

Photos by Bev Givens 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

The Mystery Run was the Fyre Lake Winery 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

Sit & Sew 

Sponsored by Vickie DeBruin and Kim Gerecke 

Photos by Vickie DeBruin 

 



 

 

 

  



 

  

 

  



 

  

 

  



 

  

 

 

 



Sangria Sunsets 

Sponsored by Jim and Bev Givens 

Photos by Bev Givens 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Ice Cream at Fritz's  

Sponsored by Ken and Barb Payne, John and Angie Midkiff, and 

John Jordan and Joyce Newbauer 

Photos by Terry Mueller 

 



 

 

 

  



 

  

 

 



 

  

 

  



 

 

 

  

 

Features and Announcements 

Arlene's First Corvette Cruise 

Photos submitted by Clarke Thomas  



 

 

 

  

 

2026 Michelin NCM Bash 

Grand Sport and Grand Sport X 

LS6 Small Block Engine 



Stingray? 

Article by Mike Kunst  

 

New Models for 2027! 
  

By now everyone has heard about and seen photos of the two new Corvette 
models for the 2027 Model Year.  Maybe not everyone but most STLCC 

Members anyway.  The two new models are the Grand Sport and the Grand 
Sport X.  There are six models being offered in 2027: the Stingray, Grand Sport, 

Grand Sport X, Z06, ZR1, and ZR1 X.  The E-Ray name plate is being retired 
with the 2026 MY.  But wait, there is more! 

  
Also being introduced is the new 6th generation small block engine, the 

LS6.  The LS and LT series small blocks have always been associated with 
performance tuned engines for the Corvette.  The 6 represents the 6th 

generation of small block engines.  The LS6 will create 535 hp and 520 lb-ft of 
torque.  This new engine will be the base engine for the 2027 Stingray as 

well.  The LT2 engine is being retired for the 2027 Corvette lineup.  All LS6 
engines will be manufactured in Flint, Michigan.  Goodbye Tonawanda, New 

York. 
  

There had been little mention of the changes for the Stingray.  Because of that, 
I believe some misinformation was generated based on assumptions.  There is 

one engine, the LS6, for Stingray, Grand Sport, and Grand Sport X.  There is 
one exhaust configuration for all three as well.  It has a center mounted 

layout.  No more corner mounted exhaust for Stingray!  Here is a photo of a 
Z51 Stingray at the Bash. 

 



 

There will be more content from the 2026 Michelin NCM Bash next month 

 

Articles 

The St. Louis Corvette Club 

Historical Society Column 

By Ron Hagenow 

History Committee: Ron Hagenow, Marty Dooley, and Mike Price 

 

Here’s hoping the crazy weather we’ve experienced these last few months is 
finally straightening out.  Maybe we can get back to typical spring 



weather.  Running the furnace and A/C on the same day in March was 
crazy.  And the April rain showers not only bring May flowers, but hopefully 
Vette weather as well.  
  
Looking back at past May events, one of the best events we ever did was 
participate in the track opening day ceremonies for the 90th running of the Indy 
500.  This was on the first weekend in May, 2006.  It was all through our 
friendship with Jim and Sharon Love who lived near Indianapolis.  Chevrolet 
wanted 90 Corvettes to drive the track in honor of the 90th Indy 500.  They 
contacted the National Corvette Museum who then contacted the 
Loves.  Their club did not have enough cars so they contacted Carl and Sharon 
Ballinger of our club, who had previously met on the Historic Motorama.  17 of 
our cars got to participate in the opening.  The only drawback was that it was a 
parade lap and we couldn’t drive over 30 mph.  After the lap, Chevrolet treated 
us all to lunch and we got to display our cars around the track. 

 

All lined up waiting to start our parade lap for the Indy 500 opening day ceremony from 
May 2006. 



 

And why does this guy always seem to be eating?  This is from our car show in May 
2013.   

 



 

Members enjoying fine wine and food at Villa Antonio Winery from May 2014.   



 

Robert and Vicki (with their vicious attack dog) won an award at the Car-ing for 
Veterans Car Show at WWRT in May 2024.   

 



 

Some of our members who participated in the St. Jude's Charity run in May 2024. 

And to carry over from last month’s column, here is a list of all the past 
Membership Chairmen and Sergeant-at-Arms 

Year Membership 
Sergeant at 

Arms 

2026 Judy McEhone John Midkiff 

2025 Brian Walsh Dennis Trost 

2024 Erin Duke 
Randy 

Howard/Dennis 
Trost 

2023 Judy Giovanoni Jack Braznell 

2022 Judy Giovanoni Jack Braznell 

2021 Mike Kunst Mike Kirby 

2020 Mike Kunst Mike Kirby 

2019 Pat Moore Tom Marlo 

2018 Pat Moore Tom Marlo 

2017 Judy Giovanoni Michelle Finn 



2016 Judy Giovanoni 
Gary 

Duke/Michelle 
Finn 

2015 Tom Marlo Michelle Paillou 

2014 Tom Marlo Michelle Paillou 

2013 Jan Murray Don Pickles 

2012 Ron Hagenow 
Dave 

Horstmeyer 

2011 Ron Hagenow Carl Ballinger 

2010 Ruth Howard Jean DuPont 

2009 Ruth Howard Jean DuPont 

2008 Angie Bradford Roger Ruengert 

2007 Patty Craig Roger Ruengert 

2006 Jackie Miget Gary Murray 

2005 Peggy Craig Judy Dooley 

2004 Judy Lee Karen Mericle 

 

 
  

Managing Editor Kathy Mueller 

Columnist Ron Hagenow 

Senior Photo Journalist Terry Mueller 

Photo Journalist Ruth Howard 

Aerial Photo Journalist Tom Marlo 

Archive Specialist Steve Kirby 

Publisher Mike Kunst 
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You are receiving the St. Louis Corvette Club newsletter because you are a 

member.  
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St. Louis Corvette Club 

1714 S Woodgrove Ct 

Wildwood, MO 63038 
Add us to your address book 

 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
 

Many Thanks To Our Sponsor 

Mark Gerecke 636-227-5333 

Eric DeBruin 636-227-5333 
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